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CHAIR TAVARES: Opposed, say no.

All right. Motion is carried.

VOTE: AYES: Councilmembers Anderson, Carroll,
Hokama, Kane, Molina, Pontanilla,
Vice-Chair Mateo, and Chair Tavares.

NOES: None.
EXC. : Councilmember Johnson
ABSENT: None.
ABSTAIN: None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

ACTION: Recommending ADOPTION of
resolution.

CHAIR TAVARES: So it is amended that Tom Cannon will
be in place of Zoe Norcross—-Nuu. Any other
candidates? Ms. Anderson.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Thank you, Madam Chair. You
know, 1it's with great regret that I have to say
this because I have a feeling that this gentleman
had a lot of support throughout the Committee,
but I feel obligated to move to amend the
resolution to omit Warren Suzuki's name and
replace it with Natalie Kama, and if I can get a
second, I would discuss my reasons.

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Second for discussion.

CHAIR TAVARES: Okay. It's been moved and seconded
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1 to amend the resolution by inserting Natalie Kama
2 in the Wailuku-Kahului area for Warren Suzuki in
3 the same area, and Natalie is from Wailuku also.

4 Ms. Anderson.

5 COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Thank you, Madam Chair. The

6 reason I am doing this, requesting this
7 amendment, Members, 1s because Mr. Suzukl works
8 for the second largest landowner in the County of
9 Maui. His number one fiduciary responsibility is
10 to the company he works for, who pays him his
11 salary. And I think it's very difficult for
12 someone to be able to separate themselves from a
13 job such as that.
14 We have got the Haliimaile project
15 coming up. We have got Pulelehua. Mauili Land &
16 Pine has lots of plans for future development,
17 and Mr. Suzukl is going to find himself in a
18 conflict of interest all through this process.
19 The urban growth boundaries will affect his
20 company. Many of the decisions that are made
21 regarding affordable housing, regarding Jjust
22 about anything on the GPAC, is going to affect
23 his company one way or the other.
24 And so I think that puts him in a
25 untenable position, and if we has to recuse
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1 himself all the time, I really don't see how his
2 contribution would be an asset. I feel strongly

3 about this in the same way that I feel we

4 shouldn’'t have people who represent developers

5 or work for developers on our Planning

6 Commission. It's an inherent conflict of

7 interest.

8 And you know, it's one thing to recuse

9 yourself from the vote, but it's another thing
10 to influence the direction of the GPAC by being
11 there and voicing your opinion. And you know,
12 while I like Warren Suzukl very much, I think he
13 is a fabulous community member, I do think that
14 his employment with the second largest landowner
15 on the island puts him in a conflict

16 specifically for this Jjob. So I am asking for
17 support from the Members.
18 I think that Tasha Kama has got her

19 fingers on the pulse of her community and would
20 be an excellent representative for her district
21 in —— in charting the future of Maui County, and
22 so I would like to see her replacing Mr. Suzukil
23 for the Wailuku-Kahului Community Plan Area.
24 CHAIR TAVARES: Okay. Any further -—- Mr. Hokama.

25 COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: I will not support the
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amendment. I look at Mr. Suzuki as -- as a
constituency, part of a constituency, also, Madam
Chair. Yes, he does work for a large landowner,
but I think Mr. Suzuki brings a lot more than
just what was shared this afternoon. I know this
man, his family, for many years. We have heard
him testify before your Committee several nights
ago.

I would hope —-—- because as I look at
your recommendation, Chair, I have noticed that
you have people from different points of
perspective of the bigger picture, and I think
there's place for Mr. Suzuki in the big spectrum
of the big picture that we are looking at.

Because while they come from, obviously,
various Community Plan regions, what I hope will
be part of the results of this GPAC will be how
these 25 residents of Mauil look at Maul island
and not have how a South Maui representative or
a Central Maul representative, only focus was
for their particular home area.

I think there's a need for us to help
maintain the bigger picture, the bigger scope,
because I know fully well what happens to Maui

will determine the destiny of Lanal in many ways
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because of the financial considerations, the
political considerations.

I believe Mr. Suzuki has a place, like
any other person that has applied for, and I
will be happy to continue to support his
nomination this afternoon.

CHATIR TAVARES: Thank you.
Mr. Kane.
COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Thank vyou, Madam Chair.
CHAIR TAVARES: Did you have your hand up?
COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Yes, I did. I did. No, thank
you. Thank you.

What I am doing is I am looking at the
previous resolution that we passed regarding
Lanai, and knowing that there's employees of the
company on Lanal who, by the way, is the largest
and single land -- most landowner on the island
of Lanai, I would have hoped that if Member
Anderson felt like that, that from a consistency
standpoint, that she would have raised the same
arguments to those on the GPAC that we have
already passed as a recommendation, she wou.d
have said the same thing. Because, apparently,
it seems it was okay for that one, but for this

one, Mr. Suzuki doesn't measure up for whatever

Ralph Rosenberg Court Reporters, Inc.
Ofc: (808)524-2090 Fax: (808)524-259¢6



w N

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

PC 10/31/05 89

reason.

And what makes it difficult is, and I
will be very frank, I had some reservations with
Mr. Suzuki as well, for the same reasons that
Ms. Anderson has brought forth. And that's why
I raised questions with him when he came and
introduced himself to this body.

But like Mr. Hokama, I think Mr. Suzuki
brings a lot more than just being a guy who
works for a company. He brings with him five
generations of being on Mauil, being in this
area, growing up in another area where his
parents still reside.

T don't believe -— although I am sure he
is flattered, I don't believe he would have the
type of influence over 24 other people for him
to —-— for everybody to look at his point of view
and —— and get influenced to extend a rural
boundary or not extend it. Although I think,
over all, his discussion of his knowledge and
experiences will be valuable. So I think -—— I
think —- I think Mr. Suzuki will be an asset in
this case.

What makes it difficult is, again, this

process —— here is the other difficult part, Ms.
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1 Tasha Kama is the name that's being replaced.
2 So my vote to not support the amendment on the
3 floor has no reflection of Tasha Kama not being
4 as good as or better than Warren Suzuki. It has
5 nothing to do with it. I am simply voting
6 because I believe Warren would be an asset as
7 well as what comments were made, and I think we
8 all dittoed the comments of everybody who
9 applied, for the most part, have great aspects
10 and components and traits that they are going to
11 bring to this.
12 And I will probably go talk to Tasha
13 afterwards and let her know personally that this
14 had nothing to do with her, that this is
15 something that I think -- I think Warren 1is
16 going to be a good asset to this body.
17 So I will not be supporting the
18 amendment. But I thank Ms. Anderson for
19 bringing it forward. I think it is an important
20 discussion, and that's why I kind of
21 anticipated, and that's why, to put me at ease,
22 I asked those guestions when he was here that
23 night about his role, and what he can contribute
24 to this process. Thank you.

25 CHAIR TAVARES: Thank you.
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Mr. Molina, followed by Mr. Pontanilla.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Thank you, Madam Chair. I

would like to add my comments on thilis matter.
First of all, I want to thank Member
Anderson for bringing this issue up. I think
it's something that we needed to have a

discussion on. Whether we agree or disagree,

I —— I believe, my own personal perspective 1S
that we need to have —-- we need to hear from our
large landowners. They employ a large amount of

people here in our County, and we have to hear
from them, whether we perceive them as being the
proverbial company men, or whether they are just
people off the street.

I have known Mr. Suzuki -- like
Mr. Hokama, I have known him and members of his
family. They are long-time kama'aina famillies
here. And judging by the interview that he had,
I believe Mr. Suzuki was very forthright with
his comments, and he can take the stand to
disagree if need be, and I believe he has that
integrity in him. And looking at all the
resources we have out there in the community, I
think, adds even more support for the fact that

we need to seriously consider an alternate pool
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of people to serve on the GPAC in case -—- for
example, if Mr. Suzuki has to recuse himseil s0
many times, then we may have to look at drawing
someone else out of the pool, someone like, say,
Tasha Kama, for example, or whomever.

So, I do thank Member Anderson for
bringing this up. It is a difficult discussion,
to say the least. So I believe Mr. Suzuki will
do his best to serve on this GPAC and to try and
separate himself from the organization that we

works for. Thank you.

CHAIR TAVARES: Thank you.

Mr. Pontanilla.

COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: Thank you, Madam Chair.

I will not be supporting the amendment
as posed by Member Anderson, and I do thank
Member Anderscn for bringing up this particular
subject here.

I have known Mr. Suzuki for a number of
years, 1n private industry as well as within the
County Council. He is a good businessman, high
integrity, five generations of family, and he
will be an asset on the GPAC for Maui County.
You know, we do have 24 other Members, and I

doubt Mr. Suzuki can influence all 24 of them.
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1 But for me, I think Mr. Suzuki will

2 bring in some innovative ideas, similar to

3 things that he talked about, the affordable

4 housing aspect as far as Maui Land &amp; Pine,

5 where he created a very fair affordable housing

6 condition for that particular company, not only

7 taking care of the nonbargaining, but alsc tine

8 bargaining unit people.

9 So I -- I think he brings in innovative
10 ideas, different thinking, and I think it's good
11 for our community.

12 Thank you, Madam Chair.

13 CHAIR TAVARES: Thank you. Any further discussion?
14 Ms. Anderson.

15 COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Thank you, Madam Chair. You

16 know, I like Warren a lot. In fact, I -- in my
17 years in Kapalua, I worked with Warren on several
18 different projects out there, and I find him Lo
19 be a top-notch, competent person. Has nothing to
20 do with him personally, whatsoever. It has to do
21 with the position he holds.

22 You know, as far as not bringing this up
23 about Lanai, Lanai is a different issue. We

24 couldn't get enough people for Lanai. If -—- 1if
25 we had excess number of people to choose from on
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Lanai, then I would say, yeah, let's limit the
number of people from Lanai Company.

But that's not the case for Mauili County,
or rather Maui island. We have a long list of
people who are generational to Maui, who care a
lot about Maui, have a lot to bring to the
table. And so that's why I was hoping that I
could get support for this because I just feel
that when you put somebody on a Committee like
this, where they are going to have to recuse
themselves from the get-go, that you really
are —- are limiting that person's participation
in the Committee that, hopefully, gets full
participation from everyone. And the urban
growth boundaries are going to be a major 1ssue
in this GPAC. And you know, that puts him in a
conflict, and not Jjust for his company, but I
think urban growth boundaries in general. So
that's the only reason 1 felt that —- that he
should not be on the Committee.

We hear from the large landowners all

the time. They have got the money to hire -- in
fact, his company is already —-—- has even hired a
PR firm to come and talk to us. So we hear from
the large landowners, you know. It's the
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everyday people we need to hear from, not the
large landowners. We hear from them plenty,
Madam Chair.

So I was hoping that the Members would
see the conflict the way I do, but apparently,
they don't, and I appreciate the opportunity to
bring up the subject.

Thank you, Madam Chair.

CHAIR TAVARES: Thank you.

Any further discussion on this? If not,
all those in favor of the amendment to replace
Warren Suzuki with Natalie Tasha Kama, say aye.

All those opposed, say no.

One aye, one excused, and seven noes.

Motion fails.

VOTE : AYES: Councilmember Anderson, Carroll,
Hokama, Kane, Molina, Pontanilla,
Vice-Chair Mateo, and Chair Tavares.

NOES: Councilmembers Carroll, Hokama, Kane,
Molina, Pontanilla, Vice-Chair Mateo,
and Chair Tavares.

EXC.: Councilmember Johnson
ABSENT: None.
ABSTAIN: None.

MOTION FAILED.
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CHAIR TAVARES: Any others, Members, in any of the

other districts? West Maui 1s on the back of the
paper. Any further discussion, Members?

Mr. Hokama.

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Thank you, Chair.

I will be speaking in support of the
motion. Again, as I stated earlier, Madam
Chair, that it is my hope that although we come
from different regions of our County and for
this particular resolution, different regions of
Maui island, that we can hopefully maintain a
broad, big picture of a General Plan, and that
as we get to the specifics that would come into
the next portion of Community Plan revision,
review, and amendments, but that in this general
policy, that we keep the big view.

I am hoping that Planning Department
will allow sufficient financial and fiscal
consultants and professionals to gilive input
also. I think it's great to dream of that gilant
pie in the sky. I think it needs to be balanced
with people that can relate to some of the costs
that this County will have to bear for certain
types of ideas and initiatives. And if that is

what the community wants, at least it 1is
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1 informed of what it will take, both in land

2 resources, financial resources, to make those

3 initiatives, those new ideas, to become reality.

4 And I just state that, that, you know,

5 as a big County, we are a very big County

6 geographically, multiple islands. We basically

I run three County governments, not one. And so

8 there's additional costs.

9 There's things that I would like to do
10 on Lanai, but I know that, you know, we need to
11 be responsible as well as aware of the financial
12 resources, where they come from, who 1s going to
13 be paying for those bills on Lanai.

14 And I think that will be helpful for all
15 the GPACs to have consultants or professionals
16 that can help present a fiscal or financial

17 point of view during the Committee's workings,
18 Madam Chair. And I thank you for my

19 opportunity.

20 CHAIR TAVARES: Thank you.

21 Any further discussion on the amendment,
22 on the motion as amended?

23 I just want to say thank you to

24 everyone, again, who has come forward to

25 volunteer to commit two years of their lives to
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working on this General Plan for all of us in
Maui County.

And you folks, I think, all of you, have
expressed an appreciation for how difficult the
decision to pick just three out of 30, you know,
three out of 18. It was very difficult. And
your Chair was trying to find a balance between
and among all of the different facets of our
community, and that's what -- that was the
reasoning behind the recommendations that were
made .

There is also still the opportunity to
apply with the Mayor because he has six
appointments to make for Maui, and others for
Lanai and Molokai. I don't know what he is
going to do with Lanai, since we had such a hard
time with them. But hopefully, we will get that
full complement of GPAC members settled very
soon, and we will work on the alternate
scenario.

And Members, as we have gone through
this for the first time in the history of
Bill 84, this is its first implementation, any
suggestions or recommendations that you have,

having gone through the process now, 11 you
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1 would like to make them to me, either formally
2 or informally, I would like to bring that under
3 consideration by the Planning Committee because
4 we would like this to work for us. And where we
5 couldn't see —-- foresee all of the little
6 conditions that may or may not come up while
7 Bill 84 was being drafted, you know, 1t is a
8 complex bill, it is a very important bill, and
9 has important implications for Maui County's
10 future. So I would encourage you to think about
11 things, and please pass those thoughts on to me.
12 And T really appreciate everyone's help
13 with trying to go through this selection, and
14 who you were, kind of like, rooting for, maybe,
15 and passing on the letters of recommendation and
1o all those things. I really did appreciate it
17 because it did —-- it did help immensely in
18 making a final slate for you folks. So thank
19 you very much for your input on this whole
20 process.
21 Okay. 1Is there anything else?
22 Ms. Anderson.

23 COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Thank you, Madam Chair.
24 I just wanted to say that I think we are

25 very fortunate in Maul County to have so many
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1 committed people willing to give this kind of
2 time. It's wonderful. And they are all
3 engaged. They are not -- I mean, you wou.dn't
4 be volunteering for this i1if you weren't wil!ling
5 to be engaged in what is going on. We have got
6 young people. We have got old people who don't
7 look old.
8 CHAIR TAVARES: Are you speaking of Wallette?
9 COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: You all know who I mean.
10 We have a nice cross—-section of
11 representation of our community, you know,
12 women, men, people who have been involved for
13 some time, and people who are stepping to the
14 plate for the first time. And —- and I Jjust
15 think that this slate of people 1is a great
16 representation of Maui County as a whole. And I
17 am —-—- I am just overwhelmed by the amount of
18 people who were willing to dedicate their
19 personal time to this. So thank you to all of
20 them, and thank you, Madam Chair, for helping us
21 get through a most difficult process.
22 Appreciate 1it.

23 CHAIR TAVARES: 1It's the hardest thing I have had to
24 do this term.

25 Mr. Molina.
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COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Thank you, Madam Chair.

I guess it would be remiss to not thank
you personally as well for helping us with this
process; your shepherding and guidance. And
today is, in my mind, a landmark day for
planning for the future of Maui County. Through
this whole process, we got to see the amount of
talent we have out there in the community, and
what I was especially impressed with was the
number of X-generation folks, the younger folks,
wanting to participate, and that's very
encouraging for Maui's future.

So I would Jjust like to thank you, Madam
Chair, and to everyone else out there in the
community for your participation as well as your
staff and the Planning Department for
undertaking this challenge. Thank you.

CHAIR TAVARES: Yes. And as a final comment for
myself, I hope that the members who have not made
the GPAC will be around to participate in the
process and follow it along, and that when it
comes to the CPAC, which is the Community Plan
Advisory Committee, that these same names will
appear again to work on their individual

Community Plans. And I am gquite enthused by the
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next —-- what I think the next round of planning
is going to be, and I am very interested in
seeing how this process will play out. And
hopefully, we will get everyone's participation
and much more as we go into the communities with
the Planning Department.

So thank you once again, Members, for
your patience and understanding, and for your
help and assistance on this, on this process.

So with that, all those in favor of the
motion as amended, please say aye.

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED AYE.

CHAIR TAVARES: Opposed, say no.

Motion carries.

One excused, Ms. Johnson.

VOTE: AYES: Councilmembers Anderson, Carroll,
Hokama, Kane, Molina, Pontanilla,
Vice-Chair Mateo, and Chair Tavares.

NOES: None.
EXC.: Councilmember Johnson
ABSENT : None.
ABSTAIN: None.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

ACTION: Recommending ADOPTION of
resolution.
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CHAIR TAVARES: Any announcements, Members?
COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Happy Halloween.
CHAIR TAVARES: Yeah, Happy Halloween to everybody.
Be careful out there tonight.
Also, we want to send our best to the
Johnsons, Jim and Jo Anne, and hope that
everything turns out okay on that -- on that --
on that level. So we will have our prayers with
Jim at this time.
So thank you very much, Members. This

meeting is adjourned. (Gavel.)

ADJOURN: 4:42 p.m.
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matter.
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